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Little is known on the pattern of perforated peptic ulcer in Ethiopia. To evaluate the early, 
outcome of management, a five-year retrospective analysis of 74 operated cases of perforated 
peptic ulcer was undertaken. Perforated peptic ulcer accounted for 3.4% of the adult emergency 
surgical procedures. The mean age was 32.6 years, with a male to female ratio of 7.2 to 1.0. 
Fifty-six percent of the cases were unmarried. In nearly 22.0% of the patients, no previous history 
of peptic ulcer disease was documented. Delay in diagnosis was noted in 95% of the cases. Most 
patients had duodenal ulcer perforation, and about 78% had purulent peritonitis at laparotomy. 
Fourteen died in hospital. Early presentation of patients to surgical care facilities may reduce 
morbidity and mortality in cases of peptic ulcer perforation 


